
Early Christian Historians

[While Josephus is not a Christian but a Jew, his contribution to Christian historiography 
is important, so I have begun this section on Christian historians with a sample of his 
work.]

Antiquities Of The Jews
Josephus

Book I, Chapter I

1. In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. But when the earth did not come 
into sight, but was covered with thick darkness, and a wind moved upon its surface, God 
commanded that there should be light: and when that was made, he considered the whole 
mass, and separated the light and the darkness; and the name he gave to one was Night, 
and the other he called Day: and he named the beginning of light, and the time of rest, The 
Evening and The Morning, and this was indeed the first day. But Moses said it was one 
day; the cause of which I am able to give even now; but because I have promised to give 
such reasons for all things in a treatise by itself, I shall put off its exposition till that time. 
After this, on the second day, he placed the heaven over the whole world, and separated it 
from the other parts, and he determined it should stand by itself. He also placed a 
crystalline [firmament] round it, and put it together in a manner agreeable to the earth, 
and fitted it for giving moisture and rain, and for affording the advantage of dews. On the 
third day he appointed the dry land to appear, with the sea itself round about it; and on the 
very same day he made the plants and the seeds to spring out of the earth. On the fourth 
day he adorned the heaven with the sun, the moon, and the other stars, and appointed 
them their motions and courses, that the vicissitudes of the seasons might be clearly 
signified. And on the fifth day he produced the living creatures, both those that swim, and 
those that fly; the former in the sea, the latter in the air: he also sorted them as to society 
and mixture, for procreation, and that their kinds might increase and multiply. On the 
sixth day he created the four-footed beasts, and made them male and female: on the same 
day he also formed man. Accordingly Moses says, That in just six days the world, and all 
that is therein, was made. And that the seventh day was a rest, and a release from the 
labor of such operations; whence it is that we Celebrate a rest from our labors on that day, 
and call it the Sabbath, which word denotes rest in the Hebrew tongue.

2. Moreover, Moses, after the seventh day was over begins to talk philosophically; and 
concerning the formation of man, says thus: That God took dust from the ground, and 
formed man, and inserted in him a spirit and a soul.This man was called Adam, which in 
the Hebrew tongue signifies one that is red, because he was formed out of red earth, 
compounded together; for of that kind is virgin and true earth. God also presented the 
living creatures, when he had made them, according to their kinds, both male and female, 
to Adam, who gave them those names by which they are still called. But when he saw that 
Adam had no female companion, no society, for there was no such created, and that he 
wondered at the other animals which were male and female, he laid him asleep, and took 
away one of his ribs, and out of it formed the woman; whereupon Adam knew her when she 
was brought to him, and acknowledged that she was made out of himself. Now a woman is 
called in the Hebrew tongue Issa; but the name of this woman was Eve, which signifies the 
mother of all living.



3. Moses says further, that God planted a paradise in the east, flourishing with all sorts of 
trees; and that among them was the tree of life, and another of knowledge, whereby was to 
be known what was good and evil; and that when he brought Adam and his wife into this 
garden, he commanded ;hem to take care of the plants. Now the garden was watered by one 
river,which ran round about the whole earth, and was parted into four parts. And Phison, 
which denotes a multitude, running into India, makes its exit into the sea, and is by the 
Greeks called Ganges. Euphrates also, as well as Tigris, goes down into the Red Sea.Now 
the name Euphrates, or Phrath, denotes either a dispersion, or a flower: by Tiris, or 
Diglath, is signified what is swift, with narrowness; and Geon runs through Egypt, and 
denotes what arises from the east, which the Greeks call Nile.

Book VII, Chapter 3

1. NOW the Jebusites, who were the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and were by extraction 
Canaanites, shut their gates, and placed the blind, and the lame, and all their maimed 
persons, upon the wall, in way of derision of the king, and said that the very lame 
themselves would hinder his entrance into it. This they did out of contempt of his power, 
and as depending on the strength of their walls. David was hereby enraged, and began the 
siege of Jerusalem, and employed his utmost diligence and alacrity therein, as intending by 
the taking of this place to demonstrate his power, and to intimidate all others that might be 
of the like [evil] disposition towards him. So he took the lower city by force, but the citadel 
held out still; whence it was that the king, knowing that the proposal of dignities and 
rewards would encourage the soldiers to greater actions, promised that he who should first 
go over the ditches that were beneath the citadel, and should ascend to the citadel itself and 
take it, should have the command of the entire people conferred upon him. So they all were 
ambitious to ascend, and thought no pains too great in order to ascend thither, out of their 
desire of the chief command. However, Joab, the son of Zeruiah, prevented the rest; and as 
soon as he was got up to the citadel, cried out to the king, and claimed the chief command.

2. When David had cast the Jebusites out of the citadel, he also rebuilt Jerusalem, and 
named it The City of David, and abode there all the time of his reign; but for the time that 
he reigned over the tribe of Judah only in Hebron, it was seven years and six months. Now 
when he had chosen Jerusalem to be his royal city, his affairs did more and more prosper, 
by the providence of God, who took care that they should improve and be augmented. 
Hiram also, the king of the Tyrians, sent ambassadors to him, and made a league of mutual 
friendship and assistance with him. He also sent him presents, cedar-trees, and mechanics, 
and men skillful in building and architecture, that they might build him a royal palace at 
Jerusalem. Now David made buildings round about the lower city: he also joined the citadel 
to it, and made it one body; and when he had encompassed all with walls, he appointed 
Joab to take care of them. It was David, therefore, who first cast the Jebusites out of 
Jerusalem, and called it by his own name, The City of David: for under our forefather 
Abraham it was called (Salem, or) Solyma; but after that time, some say that Homer 
mentions it by that name of Solyma, [for he named the temple Solyma, according to the 
Hebrew language, which denotes security.] Now the whole time from the warfare under 
Joshua our general against the Canaanites, and from that war in which he overcame them, 
and distributed the land among the Hebrews, (nor could the Israelites ever cast the 
Canaanites out of Jerusalem until this time, when David took it by siege,) this whole time 
was five hundred and fifteen years.
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Book XI, Chapter 1

1. IN the first year of the reign of Cyrus which was the seventieth from the day that our 
people were removed out of their own land into Babylon, God commiserated the captivity 
and calamity of these poor people, according as he had foretold to them by Jeremiah the 
prophet, before the destruction of the city, that after they had served Nebuchadnezzar and 
his posterity, and after they had undergone that servitude seventy years, he would restore 
them again to the land of their fathers, and they should build their temple, and enjoy their 
ancient prosperity. And these things God did afford them; for he stirred up the mind of 
Cyrus, and made him write this throughout all Asia: "Thus saith Cyrus the king: Since God 
Almighty hath appointed me to be king of the habitable earth, I believe that he is that God 
which the nation of the Israelites worship; for indeed he foretold my name by the prophets, 
and that I should build him a house at Jerusalem, in the country of Judea."

2. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the book which Isaiah left behind him of his 
prophecies; for this prophet said that God had spoken thus to him in a secret vision: "My 
will is, that Cyrus, whom I have appointed to be king over many and great nations, send 
back my people to their own land, and build my temple." This was foretold by Isaiah one 
hundred and forty years before the temple was demolished. Accordingly, when Cyrus read 
this, and admired the Divine power, an earnest desire and ambition seized upon him to 
fulfill what was so written; so he called for the most eminent Jews that were in Babylon, 
and said to them, that he gave them leave to go back to their own country, and to rebuild 
their city Jerusalem, and the temple of God, for that he would be their assistant, and that 
he would write to the rulers and governors that were in the neighborhood of their country of 
Judea, that they should contribute to them gold and silver for the building of the temple, 
and besides that, beasts for their sacrifices.

3. When Cyrus had said this to the Israelites, the rulers of the two tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin, with the Levites and priests, went in haste to Jerusalem; yet did many of them 
stay at Babylon, as not willing to leave their possessions; and when they were come thither, 
all the king's friends assisted them, and brought in, for the building of the temple, some 
gold, and some silver, and some a great many cattle and horses. So they performed their 
vows to God, and offered the sacrifices that had been accustomed of old time; I mean this 
upon the rebuilding of their city, and the revival of the ancient practices relating to their 
worship. Cyrus also sent back to them the vessels of God which king Nebuchadnezzar had 
pillaged out of the temple, and had carried to Babylon. So he committed these things to 
Mithridates, the treasurer, to be sent away, with an order to give them to Sanabassar, that 
he might keep them till the temple was built; and when it was finished, he might deliver 
them to the priests and rulers of the multitude, in order to their being restored to the 
temple. Cyrus also sent an epistle to the governors that were in Syria, the contents whereof 
here follow:

KING CYRUS TO SISINNES AND SATHRABUZANES SENDETH GREETING.

"I have given leave to as many of the Jews that dwell in my country as please to return to 
their own country, and to rebuild their city, and to build the temple of God at Jerusalem on 
the same place where it was before. I have also sent my treasurer Mithridates, and 
Zorobabel, the governor of the Jews, that they may lay the foundations of the temple, and 
may build it sixty cubits high, and of the same latitude, making three edifices of polished 
stones, and one of the wood of the country, and the same order extends to the altar whereon 
they offer sacrifices to God. I require also that the expenses for these things may be given 
out of my revenues. Moreover, I have also sent the vessels which king Nebuchadnezzar 
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pillaged out of the temple, and have given them to Mithridates the treasurer, and to 
Zorobabel the governor of the Jews, that they may have them carried to Jerusalem, and 
may restore them to the temple of God. Now their number is as follows: Fifty chargers of 
gold, and five hundred of silver; forty Thericlean cups of gold, and five hundred of silver; 
fifty basons of gold, and five hundred of silver; thirty vessels for pouring [the drink-
offerings], and three hundred of silver; thirty vials of gold, and two thousand four hundred 
of silver; with a thousand other large vessels. I permit them to have the same honor which 
they were used to have from their forefathers, as also for their small cattle, and for wine 
and oil, two hundred and five thousand and five hundred drachme; and for wheat flour, 
twenty thousand and five hundred artabae; and I give order that these expenses shall be 
given them out of the tributes due from Samaria. The priests shall also offer these sacrifices 
according to the laws of Moses in Jerusalem; and when they offer them, they shall pray to 
God for the preservation of the king and of his family, that the kingdom of Persia may 
continue. But my will is, that those who disobey these injunctions, and make them void, 
shall be hung upon a cross, and their substance brought into the king's treasury." And such 
was the import of this epistle. Now the number of those that came out of captivity to 
Jerusalem, were forty-two thousand four hundred and sixty-two.

The Jewish War

Preface

1. WHEREAS the war which the Jews made with the Romans hath been the greatest of all 
those, not only that have been in our times, but, in a manner, of those that ever were heard 
of; both of those wherein cities have fought against cities, or nations against nations; while 
some men who were not concerned in the affairs themselves have gotten together vain and 
contradictory stories by hearsay, and have written them down after a sophistical manner; 
and while those that were there present have given false accounts of things, and this either 
out of a humor of flattery to the Romans, or of hatred towards the Jews; and while their 
writings contain sometimes accusations, and sometimes encomiums, but no where the 
accurate truth of the facts; I have proposed to myself, for the sake of such as live under the 
government of the Romans, to translate those books into the Greek tongue, which I 
formerly composed in the language of our country, and sent to the Upper Barbarians; 
Joseph, the son of Matthias, by birth a Hebrew, a priest also, and one who at first fought 
against the Romans myself, and was forced to be present at what was done afterwards, [am 
the author of this work].

3. It is true, these writers have the confidence to call their accounts histories; wherein yet 
they seem to me to fail of their own purpose, as well as to relate nothing that is sound. For 
they have a mind to demonstrate the greatness of the Romans, while they still diminish 
and lessen the actions of the Jews, as not discerning how it cannot be that those must 
appear to be great who have only conquered those that were little. Nor are they ashamed to 
overlook the length of the war, the multitude of the Roman forces who so greatly suffered in 
it, or the might of the commanders, whose great labors about Jerusalem will be deemed 
inglorious, if what they achieved be reckoned but a small matter.

4. However, I will not go to the other extreme, out of opposition to those men who extol the 
Romans nor will I determine to raise the actions of my countrymen too high; but I will 
prosecute the actions of both parties with accuracy. Yet shall I suit my language to the 
passions I am under, as to the affairs I describe, and must be allowed to indulge some 
lamentations upon the miseries undergone by my own country. For that it was a seditious 
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temper of our own that destroyed it, and that they were the tyrants among the Jews who 
brought the Roman power upon us, who unwillingly attacked us, and occasioned the 
burning of our holy temple, Titus Caesar, who destroyed it, is himself a witness, who, 
daring the entire war, pitied the people who were kept under by the seditious, and did often 
voluntarily delay the taking of the city, and allowed time to the siege, in order to let the 
authors have opportunity for repentance. But if any one makes an unjust accusation 
against us, when we speak so passionately about the tyrants, or the robbers, or sorely 
bewail the misfortunes of our country, let him indulge my affections herein, though it be 
contrary to the rules for writing history; because it had so come to pass, that our city 
Jerusalem had arrived at a higher degree of felicity than any other city under the Roman 
government, and yet at last fell into the sorest of calamities again. Accordingly, it appears 
to me that the misfortunes of all men, from the beginning of the world, if they be compared 
to these of the Jews are not so considerable as they were; while the authors of them were 
not foreigners neither. This makes it impossible for me to contain my lamentations. But if 
any one be inflexible in his censures of me, let him attribute the facts themselves to the 
historical part, and the lamentations to the writer himself only.

5. However, I may justly blame the learned men among the Greeks, who, when such great 
actions have been done in their own times, which, upon the comparison, quite eclipse the 
old wars, do yet sit as judges of those affairs, and pass bitter censures upon the labors of the 
best writers of antiquity; which moderns, although they may be superior to the old writers 
in eloquence, yet are they inferior to them in the execution of what they intended to do. 
While these also write new histories about the Assyrians and Medes, as if the ancient 
writers had not described their affairs as they ought to have done; although these be as far 
inferior to them in abilities as they are different in their notions from them. For of old every 
one took upon them to write what happened in his own time; where their immediate 
concern in the actions made their promises of value; and where it must be reproachful to 
write lies, when they must be known by the readers to be such. But then, an undertaking to 
preserve the memory Of what hath not been before recorded, and to represent the affairs of 
one's own time to those that come afterwards, is really worthy of praise and commendation. 
Now he is to be esteemed to have taken good pains in earnest, not who does no more than 
change the disposition and order of other men's works, but he who not only relates what 
had not been related before, but composes an entire body of history of his own: accordingly, 
I have been at great charges, and have taken very great pains [about this history], though I 
be a foreigner; and do dedicate this work, as a memorial of great actions, both to the Greeks 
and to the Barbarians. But for some of our own principal men, their mouths are wide open, 
and their tongues loosed presently, for gain and law-suits, but quite muzzled up when they 
are to write history, where they must speak truth and gather facts together with a great 
deal of pains; and so they leave the writing such histories to weaker people, and to such as 
are not acquainted with the actions of princes. Yet shall the real truth of historical facts be 
preferred by us, how much soever it be neglected among the Greek historians.

6. To write concerning the Antiquities of the Jews, who they were [originally], and how they 
revolted from the Egyptians, and what country they traveled over, and what countries they 
seized upon afterward, and how they were removed out of them, I think this not to be a fit 
opportunity, and, on other accounts, also superfluous; and this because many Jews before 
me have composed the histories of our ancestors very exactly; as have some of the Greeks 
done it also, and have translated our histories into their own tongue, and have not much 
mistaken the truth in their histories. But then, where the writers of these affairs and our 
prophets leave off, thence shall I take my rise, and begin my history. Now as to what 
concerns that war which happened in my own time, I will go over it very largely, and with 
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all the diligence I am able; but for what preceded mine own age, that I shall run over 
briefly.

7. [For example, I shall relate] how Antiochus, who was named Epiphanes, took Jerusalem 
by force, and held it three years and three months, and was then ejected out of the country 
by the sons of Asamoneus: after that, how their posterity quarreled about the government, 
and brought upon their settlement the Romans and Pompey; how Herod also, the son of 
Antipater, dissolved their government, and brought Sosins upon them; as also how our 
people made a sedition upon Herod's death, while Augustus was the Roman emperor, and 
Quintilius Varus was in that country; and how the war broke out in the twelfth year of 
Nero, with what happened to Cestius; and what places the Jews assaulted in a hostile 
manner in the first sallies of the war.

8. As also [I shall relate] how they built walls about the neighboring cities; and how Nero, 
upon Cestius's defeat, was in fear of the entire event of the war, and thereupon made 
Vespasian general in this war; and how this Vespasian, with the elder of his sons made an 
expedition into the country of Judea; what was the number of the Roman army that he 
made use of; and how many of his auxiliaries were cut off in all Galilee; and how he took 
some of its cities entirely, and by force, and others of them by treaty, and on terms. Now, 
when I am come so far, I shall describe the good order of the Romans in war, and the 
discipline of their legions; the amplitude of both the Galilees, with its nature, and the limits 
of Judea. And, besides this, I shall particularly go over what is peculiar to the country, the 
lakes and fountains that are in them, and what miseries happened to every city as they 
were taken; and all this with accuracy, as I saw the things done, or suffered in them. For I 
shall not conceal any of the calamities I myself endured, since I shall relate them to such as 
know the truth of them.

9. After this, [I shall relate] how, When the Jews' affairs were become very bad, Nero died, 
and Vespasian, when he was going to attack Jerusalem, was called back to take the 
government upon him; what signs happened to him relating to his gaining that 
government...

10. Moreover, [I shall relate] how Titus marched out of Egypt into Judea the second time; 
as also how, and where, and how many forces he got together; and in what state the city 
was, by the means of the seditious, at his coming; what attacks he made, and how many 
ramparts he cast up; of the three walls that encompassed the city, and of their measures; of 
the strength of the city, and the structure of the temple and holy house; and besides, the 
measures of those edifices, and of the altar, and all accurately determined...

11. After this, [I shall relate] the barbarity of the tyrants towards the people of their own 
nation, as well as the indulgence of the Romans in sparing foreigners; and how often Titus, 
out of his desire to preserve the city and the temple, invited the seditious to come to terms 
of accommodation. I shall also distinguish the sufferings of the people, and their calamities; 
how far they were afflicted by the sedition, and how far by the famine, and at length were 
taken...

12. I have comprehended all these things in seven books, and have left no occasion for 
complaint or accusation to such as have been acquainted with this war; and I have written 
it down for the sake of those that love truth, but not for those that please themselves [with 
fictitious relations]. And I will begin my account of these things with what I call my First 
Chapter.
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Ecclesiastical Histories
Eusebius

Book I
Chapter 1. The Plan of the Work.
1. It is my purpose to write an account of the successions of the holy apostles, as well as of 
the times which have elapsed from the days of our Saviour to our own; and to relate the 
many important events which are said to have occurred in the history of the Church; and to 
mention those who have governed and presided over the Church in the most prominent 
parishes, and those who in each generation have proclaimed the divine word either orally or 
in writing.

2. It is my purpose also to give the names and number and times of those who through love 
of innovation have run into the greatest errors, and, proclaiming themselves discoverers of 
knowledge falsely so-called have like fierce wolves unmercifully devastated the flock of 
Christ.

3. It is my intention, moreover, to recount the misfortunes which immediately came upon 
the whole Jewish nation in consequence of their plots against our Saviour, and to record the 
ways and the times in which the divine word has been attacked by the Gentiles, and to 
describe the character of those who at various periods have contended for it in the face of 
blood and of tortures, as well as the confessions which have been made in our own days, 
and finally the gracious and kindly succor which our Saviour has afforded them all. Since I 
propose to write of all these things I shall commence my work with the beginning of the 
dispensation of our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ.

4. But at the outset I must crave for my work the indulgence of the wise, for I confess that it 
is beyond my power to produce a perfect and complete history, and since I am the first to 
enter upon the subject, I am attempting to traverse as it were a lonely and untrodden path. 
I pray that I may have God as my guide and the power of the Lord as my aid, since I am 
unable to find even the bare footsteps of those who have traveled the way before me, except 
in brief fragments, in which some in one way, others in another, have transmitted to us 
particular accounts of the times in which they lived. From afar they raise their voices like 
torches, and they cry out, as from some lofty and conspicuous watchtower, admonishing us 
where to walk and how to direct the course of our work steadily and safely.

5. Having gathered therefore from the matters mentioned here and there by them whatever 
we consider important for the present work, and having plucked like flowers from a 
meadow the appropriate passages from ancient writers, we shall endeavor to embody the 
whole in an historical narrative, content if we preserve the memory of the successions of the 
apostles of our Saviour; if not indeed of all, yet of the most renowned of them in those 
churches which are the most noted, and which even to the present time are held in honor.

6. This work seems to me of especial importance because I know of no ecclesiastical writer 
who has devoted himself to this subject; and I hope that it will appear most useful to those 
who are fond of historical research.

7. I have already given an epitome of these things in the Chronological Canons which I 
have composed, but notwithstanding that, I have undertaken in the present work to write 
as full an account of them as I am able.

8. My work will begin, as I have said, with the dispensation of the Saviour Christ — which 
is loftier and greater than human conception — and with a discussion of his divinity.
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9. For it is necessary, inasmuch as we derive even our name from Christ, for one who 
proposes to write a history of the Church to begin with the very origin of Christ's 
dispensation, a dispensation more divine than many think.

Book III
Chapter 1. The Parts of the World in which the Apostles preached Christ.
1. Such was the condition of the Jews. Meanwhile the holy apostles and disciples of our 
Saviour were dispersed throughout the world. Parthia, according to tradition, was allotted 
to Thomas as his field of labor, Scythia to Andrew, and Asia to John, who, after he had lived 
some time there, died at Ephesus.

2. Peter appears to have preached in Pontus, Galatia, Bithynia, Cappadocia, and Asia to the 
Jews of the dispersion. And at last, having come to Rome, he was crucified head-
downwards; for he had requested that he might suffer in this way. What do we need to say 
concerning Paul, who preached the Gospel of Christ from Jerusalem to Illyricum, and 
afterwards suffered martyrdom in Rome under Nero? These facts are related by Origen in 
the third volume of his Commentary on Genesis.

Chapter 3. The Epistles of the Apostles.
1. One epistle of Peter, that called the first, is acknowledged as genuine. And this the 
ancient elders used freely in their own writings as an undisputed work. But we have 
learned that his extant second Epistle does not belong to the canon; yet, as it has appeared 
profitable to many, it has been used with the other Scriptures.

2. The so-called Acts of Peter, however, and the Gospel which bears his name, and the 
Preaching and the Apocalypse, as they are called, we know have not been universally 
accepted, because no ecclesiastical writer, ancient or modern, has made use of testimonies 
drawn from them.

3. But in the course of my history I shall be careful to show, in addition to the official 
succession, what ecclesiastical writers have from time to time made use of any of the 
disputed works, and what they have said in regard to the canonical and accepted writings, 
as well as in regard to those which are not of this class.

4. Such are the writings that bear the name of Peter, only one of which I know to be 
genuine and acknowledged by the ancient elders.

5. Paul's fourteen epistles are well known and undisputed. It is not indeed right to overlook 
the fact that some have rejected the Epistle to the Hebrews, saying that it is disputed by 
the church of Rome, on the ground that it was not written by Paul. But what has been said 
concerning this epistle by those who lived before our time I shall quote in the proper place. 
In regard to the so-called Acts of Paul, I have not found them among the undisputed 
writings.

6. But as the same apostle, in the salutations at the end of the Epistle to the Romans, has 
made mention among others of Hermas, to whom the book called The Shepherd is ascribed, 
it should be observed that this too has been disputed by some, and on their account cannot 
be placed among the acknowledged books; while by others it is considered quite 
indispensable, especially to those who need instruction in the elements of the faith. Hence, 
as we know, it has been publicly read in churches, and I have found that some of the most 
ancient writers used it.
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7. This will serve to show the divine writings that are undisputed as well as those that are 
not universally acknowledged.

Chapter 5. The Last Siege of the Jews after Christ.
1. After Nero had held the power thirteen years, and Galba and Otho had ruled a year and 
six months, Vespasian, who had become distinguished in the campaigns against the Jews, 
was proclaimed sovereign in Judea and received the title of Emperor from the armies there. 
Setting out immediately, therefore, for Rome, he entrusted the conduct of the war against 
the Jews to his son Titus.

2. For the Jews after the ascension of our Saviour, in addition to their crime against him, 
had been devising as many plots as they could against his apostles. First Stephen was 
stoned to death by them, and after him James, the son of Zebedee and the brother of John, 
was beheaded, and finally James, the first that had obtained the episcopal seat in 
Jerusalem after the ascension of our Saviour, died in the manner already described. But the 
rest of the apostles, who had been incessantly plotted against with a view to their 
destruction, and had been driven out of the land of Judea, went unto all nations to preach 
the Gospel, relying upon the power of Christ, who had said to them, Go and make disciples 
of all the nations in my name.

3. But the people of the church in Jerusalem had been commanded by a revelation, 
vouchsafed to approved men there before the war, to leave the city and to dwell in a certain 
town of Perea called Pella. And when those that believed in Christ had come there from 
Jerusalem, then, as if the royal city of the Jews and the whole land of Judea were entirely 
destitute of holy men, the judgment of God at length overtook those who had committed 
such outrages against Christ and his apostles, and totally destroyed that generation of 
impious men.

4. But the number of calamities which everywhere fell upon the nation at that time; the 
extreme misfortunes to which the inhabitants of Judea were especially subjected, the 
thousands of men, as well as women and children, that perished by the sword, by famine, 
and by other forms of death innumerable—all these things, as well as the many great sieges 
which were carried on against the cities of Judea, and the excessive sufferings endured by 
those that fled to Jerusalem itself, as to a city of perfect safety, and finally the general 
course of the whole war, as well as its particular occurrences in detail, and how at last the 
abomination of desolation, proclaimed by the prophets, Daniel 9:27 stood in the very temple 
of God, so celebrated of old, the temple which was now awaiting its total and final 
destruction by fire — all these things any one that wishes may find accurately described in 
the history written by Josephus.

5. But it is necessary to state that this writer records that the multitude of those who were 
assembled from all Judea at the time of the Passover, to the number of three million souls, 
were shut up in Jerusalem as in a prison, to use his own words.

6. For it was right that in the very days in which they had inflicted suffering upon the 
Saviour and the Benefactor of all, the Christ of God, that in those days, shut up as in a 
prison, they should meet with destruction at the hands of divine justice.

7. But passing by the particular calamities which they suffered from the attempts made 
upon them by the sword and by other means, I think it necessary to relate only the 
misfortunes which the famine caused, that those who read this work may have some means 
of knowing that God was not long in executing vengeance upon them for their wickedness 
against the Christ of God.
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Chapter 6. The Famine which oppressed them.
1. Taking the fifth book of the History of Josephus again in our hands, let us go through the 
tragedy of events which then occurred.

2. For the wealthy, he says, it was equally dangerous to remain. For under pretense that 
they were going to desert, men were put to death for their wealth. The madness of the 
seditions increased with the famine and both the miseries were inflamed more and more 
day by day.

3. Nowhere was food to be seen; but, bursting into the houses men searched them 
thoroughly, and whenever they found anything to eat they tormented the owners on the 
ground that they had denied that they had anything; but if they found nothing, they 
tortured them on the ground that they had more carefully concealed it.

4. The proof of their having or not having food was found in the bodies of the poor wretches. 
Those of them who were still in good condition they assumed were well supplied with food, 
while those who were already wasted away they passed by, for it seemed absurd to slay 
those who were on the point of perishing for want.

5. Many, indeed, secretly sold their possessions for one measure of wheat, if they belonged 
to the wealthier class, of barley if they were poorer. Then shutting themselves up in the 
innermost parts of their houses, some ate the grain uncooked on account of their terrible 
want, while others baked it according as necessity and fear dictated.

6. Nowhere were tables set, but, snatching the yet uncooked food from the fire, they tore it 
in pieces. Wretched was the fare, and a lamentable spectacle it was to see the more 
powerful secure an abundance while the weaker mourned.

7. Of all evils, indeed, famine is the worst, and it destroys nothing so effectively as shame. 
For that which under other circumstances is worthy of respect, in the midst of famine is 
despised. Thus women snatched the food from the very mouths of their husbands and 
children, from their fathers, and what was most pitiable of all, mothers from their babes. 
And while their dearest ones were wasting away in their arms, they were not ashamed to 
take away from them the last drops that supported life.

8. And even while they were eating thus they did not remain undiscovered. But everywhere 
the rioters appeared, to rob them even of these portions of food. For whenever they saw a 
house shut up, they regarded it as a sign that those inside were taking food. And 
immediately bursting open the doors they rushed in and seized what they were eating, 
almost forcing it out of their very throats.

9. Old men who clung to their food were beaten, and if the women concealed it in their 
hands, their hair was torn for so doing. There was pity neither for gray hairs nor for 
infants, but, taking up the babes that clung to their morsels of food, they dashed them to 
the ground. But to those that anticipated their entrance and swallowed what they were 
about to seize, they were still more cruel, just as if they had been wronged by them.

10. And they devised the most terrible modes of torture to discover food, stopping up the 
privy passages of the poor wretches with bitter herbs, and piercing their seats with sharp 
rods. And men suffered things horrible even to hear of, for the sake of compelling them to 
confess to the possession of one loaf of bread, or in order that they might be made to disclose 
a single drachm of barley which they had concealed. But the tormentors themselves did not 
suffer hunger.
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11. Their conduct might indeed have seemed less barbarous if they had been driven to it by 
necessity; but they did it for the sake of exercising their madness and of providing 
sustenance for themselves for days to come.

12. And when any one crept out of the city by night as far as the outposts of the Romans to 
collect wild herbs and grass, they went to meet him; and when he thought he had already 
escaped the enemy, they seized what he had brought with him, and even though oftentimes 
the man would entreat them, and, calling upon the most awful name of God, adjure them to 
give him a portion of what he had obtained at the risk of his life, they would give him 
nothing back. Indeed, it was fortunate if the one that was plundered was not also slain.

13. To this account Josephus, after relating other things, adds the following: The possibility 
of going out of the city being brought to an end, all hope of safety for the Jews was cut off. 
And the famine increased and devoured the people by houses and families. And the rooms 
were filled with dead women and children, the lanes of the city with the corpses of old men.

14. Children and youths, swollen with the famine, wandered about the marketplaces like 
shadows, and fell down wherever the death agony overtook them. The sick were not strong 
enough to bury even their own relatives, and those who had the strength hesitated because 
of the multitude of the dead and the uncertainty as to their own fate. Many, indeed, died 
while they were burying others, and many betook themselves to their graves before death 
came upon them.

15. There was neither weeping nor lamentation under these misfortunes; but the famine 
stifled the natural affections. Those that were dying a lingering death looked with dry eyes 
upon those that had gone to their rest before them. Deep silence and death-laden night 
encircled the city.

16. But the robbers were more terrible than these miseries; for they broke open the houses, 
which were now mere sepulchres, robbed the dead and stripped the covering from their 
bodies, and went away with a laugh. They tried the points of their swords in the dead 
bodies, and some that were lying on the ground still alive they thrust through in order to 
test their weapons. But those that prayed that they would use their right hand and their 
sword upon them, they contemptuously left to be destroyed by the famine. Every one of 
these died with eyes fixed upon the temple; and they left the seditious alive.

17. These at first gave orders that the dead should be buried out of the public treasury, for 
they could not endure the stench. But afterward, when they were not able to do this, they 
threw the bodies from the walls into the trenches.

18. And as Titus went around and saw the trenches filled with the dead, and the thick blood 
oozing out of the putrid bodies, he groaned aloud, and, raising his hands, called God to 
witness that this was not his doing.

19. After speaking of some other things, Josephus proceeds as follows: I cannot hesitate to 
declare what my feelings compel me to. I suppose, if the Romans had longer delayed in 
coming against these guilty wretches, the city would have been swallowed up by a chasm, 
or overwhelmed with a flood, or struck with such thunderbolts as destroyed Sodom. For it 
had brought forth a generation of men much more godless than were those that suffered 
such punishment. By their madness indeed was the whole people brought to destruction.

20. And in the sixth book he writes as follows: Of those that perished by famine in the city 
the number was countless, and the miseries they underwent unspeakable. For if so much as 
the shadow of food appeared in any house, there was war, and the dearest friends engaged 
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in hand-to-hand conflict with one another, and snatched from each other the most wretched 
supports of life.

21. Nor would they believe that even the dying were without food; but the robbers would 
search them while they were expiring, lest any one should feign death while concealing food 
in his bosom. With mouths gaping for want of food, they stumbled and staggered along like 
mad dogs, and beat the doors as if they were drunk, and in their impotence they would rush 
into the same houses twice or thrice in one hour.

22. Necessity compelled them to eat anything they could find, and they gathered and 
devoured things that were not fit even for the filthiest of irrational beasts. Finally they did 
not abstain even from their girdles and shoes, and they stripped the hides off their shields 
and devoured them. Some used even wisps of old hay for food, and others gathered stubble 
and sold the smallest weight of it for four Attic drachmæ.

23. But why should I speak of the shamelessness which was displayed during the famine 
toward inanimate things? For I am going to relate a fact such as is recorded neither by 
Greeks nor Barbarians; horrible to relate, incredible to hear. And indeed I should gladly 
have omitted this calamity, that I might not seem to posterity to be a teller of fabulous 
tales, if I had not innumerable witnesses to it in my own age. And besides, I should render 
my country poor service if I suppressed the account of the sufferings which she endured.

24. There was a certain woman named Mary that dwelt beyond Jordan, whose father was 
Eleazer, of the village of Bathezor (which signifies the house of hyssop). She was 
distinguished for her family and her wealth, and had fled with the rest of the multitude to 
Jerusalem and was shut up there with them during the siege.

25. The tyrants had robbed her of the rest of the property which she had brought with her 
into the city from Perea. And the remnants of her possessions and whatever food was to be 
seen the guards rushed in daily and snatched away from her. This made the woman 
terribly angry, and by her frequent reproaches and imprecations she aroused the anger of 
the rapacious villains against herself.

26. But no one either through anger or pity would slay her; and she grew weary of finding 
food for others to eat. The search, too, was already become everywhere difficult, and the 
famine was piercing her bowels and marrow, and resentment was raging more violently 
than famine. Taking, therefore, anger and necessity as her counsellors, she proceeded to do 
a most unnatural thing.

27. Seizing her child, a boy which was sucking at her breast, she said, Oh, wretched child, 
in war, in famine, in sedition, for what do I preserve you? Slaves among the Romans we 
shall be even if we are allowed to live by them. But even slavery is anticipated by the 
famine, and the rioters are more cruel than both. Come, be food for me, a fury for these 
rioters, and a bye-word to the world, for this is all that is wanting to complete the 
calamities of the Jews.

28. And when she had said this she slew her son; and having roasted him, she ate one half 
herself, and covering up the remainder, she kept it. Very soon the rioters appeared on the 
scene, and, smelling the nefarious odor, they threatened to slay her immediately unless she 
should show them what she had prepared. She replied that she had saved an excellent 
portion for them, and with that she uncovered the remains of the child.

29. They were immediately seized with horror and amazement and stood transfixed at the 
sight. But she said, This is my own son, and the deed is mine. Eat for I too have eaten. Be 
not more merciful than a woman, nor more compassionate than a mother. But if you are too 
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pious and shrink from my sacrifice, I have already eaten of it; let the rest also remain for 
me.

30. At these words the men went out trembling, in this one case being affrighted; yet with 
difficulty did they yield that food to the mother. Forthwith the whole city was filled with the 
awful crime, and as all pictured the terrible deed before their own eyes, they trembled as if 
they had done it themselves.

31. Those that were suffering from the famine now longed for death; and blessed were they 
that had died before hearing and seeing miseries like these.

32. Such was the reward which the Jews received for their wickedness and impiety, against 
the Christ of God.

Chapter 7. The Predictions of Christ.
1. It is fitting to add to these accounts the true prediction of our Saviour in which he 
foretold these very events.

2. His words are as follows: Woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck 
in those days! But pray that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day. 
For there shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall be.

3. The historian, reckoning the whole number of the slain, says that eleven hundred 
thousand persons perished by famine and sword, and that the rest of the rioters and 
robbers, being betrayed by each other after the taking of the city, were slain. But the tallest 
of the youths and those that were distinguished for beauty were preserved for the triumph. 
Of the rest of the multitude, those that were over seventeen years of age were sent as 
prisoners to labor in the works of Egypt, while still more were scattered through the 
provinces to meet their death in the theaters by the sword and by beasts. Those under 
seventeen years of age were carried away to be sold as slaves, and of these alone the 
number reached ninety thousand.

4. These things took place in this manner in the second year of the reign of Vespasian, in 
accordance with the prophecies of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who by divine power 
saw them beforehand as if they were already present, and wept and mourned according to 
the statement of the holy evangelists, who give the very words which he uttered, when, as if 
addressing Jerusalem herself, he said:

5. If you had known, even you, in this day, the things which belong unto your peace! But 
now they are hid from your eyes. For the days shall come upon you, that your enemies shall 
cast a rampart about you, and compass you round, and keep you in on every side, and shall 
lay you and your children even with the ground.

6. And then, as if speaking concerning the people, he says, For there shall be great distress 
in the land, and wrath upon this people. And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and 
shall be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. And again: When you shall see 
Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is near.

7. If any one compares the words of our Saviour with the other accounts of the historian 
concerning the whole war, how can one fail to wonder, and to admit that the foreknowledge 
and the prophecy of our Saviour were truly divine and marvellously strange.

8. Concerning those calamities, then, that befell the whole Jewish nation after the Saviour's 
passion and after the words which the multitude of the Jews uttered, when they begged the 
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release of the robber and murderer, but besought that the Prince of Life should be taken 
from their midst, it is not necessary to add anything to the account of the historian.

9. But it may be proper to mention also those events which exhibited the graciousness of 
that all-good Providence which held back their destruction full forty years after their crime 
against Christ—during which time many of the apostles and disciples, and James himself 
the first bishop there, the one who is called the brother of the Lord, were still alive, and 
dwelling in Jerusalem itself, remained the surest bulwark of the place. Divine Providence 
thus still proved itself long-suffering toward them in order to see whether by repentance for 
what they had done they might obtain pardon and salvation; and in addition to such long-
suffering, Providence also furnished wonderful signs of the things which were about to 
happen to them if they did not repent.

10. Since these matters have been thought worthy of mention by the historian already 
cited, we cannot do better than to recount them for the benefit of the readers of this work.

Chapter 9. Josephus and the Works which he has left.
1. After all this it is fitting that we should know something in regard to the origin and 
family of Josephus, who has contributed so much to the history in hand. He himself gives us 
information on this point in the following words: Josephus, the son of Mattathias, a priest 
of Jerusalem, who himself fought against the Romans in the beginning and was compelled 
to be present at what happened afterward.

2. He was the most noted of all the Jews of that day, not only among his own people, but 
also among the Romans, so that he was honored by the erection of a statue in Rome, and his 
works were deemed worthy of a place in the library.

3. He wrote the whole of the Antiquities of the Jews in twenty books, and a history of the 
war with the Romans which took place in his time, in seven books. He himself testifies that 
the latter work was not only written in Greek, but that it was also translated by himself 
into his native tongue. He is worthy of credit here because of his truthfulness in other 
matters.

4. There are extant also two other books of his which are worth reading. They treat of the 
antiquity of the Jews, and in them he replies to Apion the Grammarian, who had at that 
time written a treatise against the Jews, and also to others who had attempted to vilify the 
hereditary institutions of the Jewish people.

5. In the first of these books he gives the number of the canonical books of the so-called Old 
Testament. Apparently drawing his information from ancient tradition, he shows what 
books were accepted without dispute among the Hebrews. His words are as follows.

Chapter 10. The Manner in which Josephus mentions the Divine Books.
1. We have not, therefore, a multitude of books disagreeing and conflicting with one 
another; but we have only twenty-two, which contain the record of all time and are justly 
held to be divine.

2. Of these, five are by Moses, and contain the laws and the tradition respecting the origin 
of man, and continue the history down to his own death. This period embraces nearly three 
thousand years.

3. From the death of Moses to the death of Artaxerxes, who succeeded Xerxes as king of 
Persia, the prophets that followed Moses wrote the history of their own times in thirteen 
books. The other four books contain hymns to God, and precepts for the regulation of the 
life of men.
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4. From the time of Artaxerxes to our own day all the events have been recorded, but the 
accounts are not worthy of the same confidence that we repose in those which preceded 
them, because there has not been during this time an exact succession of prophets.

5. How much we are attached to our own writings is shown plainly by our treatment of 
them. For although so great a period has already passed by, no one has ventured either to 
add to or to take from them, but it is inbred in all Jews from their very birth to regard them 
as the teachings of God, and to abide by them, and, if necessary, cheerfully to die for them.

These remarks of the historian I have thought might advantageously be introduced in this 
connection.

6. Another work of no little merit has been produced by the same writer, On the Supremacy 
of Reason, which some have called Maccabaicum, because it contains an account of the 
struggles of those Hebrews who contended manfully for the true religion, as is related in 
the books called Maccabees.

7. And at the end of the twentieth book of his Antiquities Josephus himself intimates that 
he had purposed to write a work in four books concerning God and his existence, according 
to the traditional opinions of the Jews, and also concerning the laws, why it is that they 
permit some things while prohibiting others. And the same writer also mentions in his own 
works other books written by himself.

8. In addition to these things it is proper to quote also the words that are found at the close 
of his Antiquities, in confirmation of the testimony which we have drawn from his accounts. 
In that place he attacks Justus of Tiberias, who, like himself, had attempted to write a 
history of contemporary events, on the ground that he had not written truthfully. Having 
brought many other accusations against the man, he continues in these words:

9. I indeed was not afraid in respect to my writings as you were, but, on the contrary, I 
presented my books to the emperors themselves when the events were almost under men's 
eyes. For I was conscious that I had preserved the truth in my account, and hence was not 
disappointed in my expectation of obtaining their attestation.

10. And I presented my history also to many others, some of whom were present at the war, 
as, for instance, King Agrippa and some of his relatives.

11. For the Emperor Titus desired so much that the knowledge of the events should be 
communicated to men by my history alone, that he endorsed the books with his own hand 
and commanded that they should be published. And King Agrippa wrote sixty-two epistles 
testifying to the truthfulness of my account. Of these epistles Josephus subjoins two. But 
this will suffice in regard to him. Let us now proceed with our history.

Life Of Constantine
Eusebius

Chapter 1. Preface.— Of the Death of Constantine.
Already have all mankind united in celebrating with joyous festivities the completion of the 
second and third decennial period of this great emperor's reign; already have we ourselves 
received him as a triumphant conqueror in the assembly of God's ministers, and greeted 
him with the due meed of praise on the twentieth anniversary of his reign: and still more 
recently we have woven, as it were, garlands of words, wherewith we encircled his sacred 
head in his own palace on his thirtieth anniversary.
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But now, while I desire to give utterance to some of the customary sentiments, I stand 
perplexed and doubtful which way to turn, being wholly lost in wonder at the extraordinary 
spectacle before me. For to whatever quarter I direct my view, whether to the east, or to the 
west, or over the whole world, or toward heaven itself, everywhere and always I see the 
blessed one yet administering the self-same empire. On earth I behold his sons, like some 
new reflectors of his brightness, diffusing everywhere the luster of their father's character, 
and himself still living and powerful, and governing all the affairs of men more completely 
than ever before, being multiplied in the succession of his children. They had indeed had 
previously the dignity of Cæsars; but now, being invested with his very self, and graced by 
his accomplishments, for the excellence of their piety they are proclaimed by the titles of 
Sovereign, Augustus, Worshipful, and Emperor.

Chapter 2. The Preface Continued.
And I am indeed amazed, when I consider that he who was but lately visible and present 
with us in his mortal body, is still, even after death, when the natural thought disclaims 
everything superfluous as unsuitable, most marvelously endowed with the same imperial 
dwellings, and honors, and praises as heretofore. But farther, when I raise my thoughts 
even to the arch of heaven, and there contemplate his thrice-blessed soul in communion 
with God himself, freed from every mortal and earthly vesture, and shining in a refulgent 
robe of light, and when I perceive that it is no more connected with the fleeting periods and 
occupations of mortal life, but honored with an ever-blooming crown, and an immortality of 
endless and blessed existence, I stand as it were without power of speech or thought and 
unable to utter a single phrase, but condemning my own weakness, and imposing silence on 
myself, I resign the task of speaking his praises worthily to one who is better able, even to 
him who, being the immortal God and veritable Word, alone has power to confirm his own 
sayings.

Chapter 3. How God honors Pious Princes, but destroys Tyrants.
Having given assurance that those who glorify and honor him will meet with an abundant 
recompense at his hands, while those who set themselves against him as enemies and 
adversaries will compass the ruin of their own souls, he has already established the truth of 
these his own declarations, having shown on the one hand the fearful end of those tyrants 
who denied and opposed him, and at the same time having made it manifest that even the 
death of his servant, as well as his life, is worthy of admiration and praise, and justly 
claims the memorial, not merely of perishable, but of immortal monuments.

Mankind, devising some consolation for the frail and precarious duration of human life, 
have thought by the erection of monuments to glorify the memories of their ancestors with 
immortal honors. Some have employed the vivid delineations and colors of painting ; some 
have carved statues from lifeless blocks of wood; while others, by engraving their 
inscriptions deep on tablets and monuments, have thought to transmit the virtues of those 
whom they honored to perpetual remembrance. All these indeed are perishable, and 
consumed by the lapse of time, being representations of the corruptible body, and not 
expressing the image of the immortal soul. And yet these seemed sufficient to those who 
had no well-grounded hope of happiness after the termination of this mortal life. But God, 
that God, I say, who is the common Saviour of all, having treasured up with himself, for 
those who love godliness, greater blessings than human thought has conceived, gives the 
earnest and first-fruits of future rewards even here, assuring in some sort immortal hopes 
to mortal eyes. The ancient oracles of the prophets, delivered to us in the Scripture, declare 
this; the lives of pious men, who shone in old time with every virtue, bear witness to 
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posterity of the same; and our own days prove it to be true, wherein Constantine, who alone 
of all that ever wielded the Roman power was the friend of God the Sovereign of all, has 
appeared to all mankind so clear an example of a godly life.

Chapter 4. That God honored Constantine.
And God himself, whom Constantine worshipped, has confirmed this truth by the clearest 
manifestations of his will, being present to aid him at the commencement, during the 
course, and at the end of his reign, and holding him up to the human race as an instructive 
example of godliness. Accordingly, by the manifold blessings he has conferred on him, he 
has distinguished him alone of all the sovereigns of whom we have ever heard as at once a 
mighty luminary and most clear-voiced herald of genuine piety.

Chapter 22. How, after the Burial of Constantius, Constantine was Proclaimed Augustus by 
the Army.
Nor did the imperial throne remain long unoccupied: for Constantine invested himself with 
his father's purple, and proceeded from his father's palace, presenting to all a renewal, as it 
were, in his own person, of his father's life and reign. He then conducted the funeral 
procession in company with his father's friends, some preceding, others following the train, 
and performed the last offices for the pious deceased with an extraordinary degree of 
magnificence, and all united in honoring this thrice blessed prince with acclamations and 
praises, and while with one mind and voice, they glorified the rule of the son as a living 
again of him who was dead, they hastened at once to hail their new sovereign by the titles 
of Imperial and Worshipful Augustus, with joyful shouts. Thus the memory of the deceased 
emperor received honor from the praises bestowed upon his son, while the latter was 
pronounced blessed in being the successor of such a father. All the nations also under his 
dominion were filled with joy and inexpressible gladness at not being even for a moment 
deprived of the benefits of a well ordered government.

In the instance of the Emperor Constantius, God has made manifest to our generation what 
the end of those is who in their lives have honored and loved him.

Chapter 23. A Brief Notice of the Destruction of the Tyrants.
With respect to the other princes, who made war against the churches of God, I have not 
thought it fit in the present work to give any account of their downfall, nor to stain the 
memory of the good by mentioning them in connection with those of an opposite character. 
The knowledge of the facts themselves will of itself suffice for the wholesome admonition of 
those who have witnessed or heard of the evils which severally befell them.

Chapter 24. It was by the Will of God that Constantine became possessed of the Empire.
Thus then the God of all, the Supreme Governor of the whole universe, by his own will 
appointed Constantine, the descendant of so renowned a parent, to be prince and sovereign: 
so that, while others have been raised to this distinction by the election of their fellow-men, 
he is the only one to whose elevation no mortal may boast of having contributed.

Chapter 25. Victories of Constantine over the Barbarians and the Britons.
As soon then as he was established on the throne, he began to care for the interests of his 
paternal inheritance, and visited with much considerate kindness all those provinces which 
had previously been under his father's government. Some tribes of the barbarians who 
dwelt on the banks of the Rhine, and the shores of the Western ocean, having ventured to 
revolt, he reduced them all to obedience, and brought them from their savage state to one of 
gentleness. He contented himself with checking the inroads of others, and drove from his 
dominions, like untamed and savage beasts, those whom he perceived to be altogether 
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incapable of the settled order of civilized life. Having disposed of these affairs to his 
satisfaction, he directed his attention to other quarters of the world, and first passed over to 
the British nations, which lie in the very bosom of the ocean. These he reduced to 
submission, and then proceeded to consider the state of the remaining portions of the 
empire, that he might be ready to tender his aid wherever circumstances might require it.

Chapter 26. How he resolved to deliver Rome from Maxentius.
While, therefore, he regarded the entire world as one immense body, and perceived that the 
head of it all, the royal city of the Roman empire, was bowed down by the weight of a 
tyrannous oppression; at first he had left the task of liberation to those who governed the 
other divisions of the empire, as being his superiors in point of age. But when none of these 
proved able to afford relief, and those who had attempted it had experienced a disastrous 
termination of their enterprise, he said that life was without enjoyment to him as long as he 
saw the imperial city thus afflicted, and prepared himself for the overthrowal of the 
tyranny.

Chapter 27. That after reflecting on the Downfall of those who had worshiped Idols, he made 
Choice of Christianity.
Being convinced, however, that he needed some more powerful aid than his military forces 
could afford him, on account of the wicked and magical enchantments which were so 
diligently practiced by the tyrant, he sought Divine assistance, deeming the possession of 
arms and a numerous soldiery of secondary importance, but believing the co-operating 
power of Deity invincible and not to be shaken. He considered, therefore, on what God he 
might rely for protection and assistance. While engaged in this enquiry, the thought 
occurred to him, that, of the many emperors who had preceded him, those who had rested 
their hopes in a multitude of gods, and served them with sacrifices and offerings, had in the 
first place been deceived by flattering predictions, and oracles which promised them all 
prosperity, and at last had met with an unhappy end, while not one of their gods had stood 
by to warn them of the impending wrath of heaven; while one alone who had pursued an 
entirely opposite course, who had condemned their error, and honored the one Supreme 
God during his whole life, had found him to be the Saviour and Protector of his empire, and 
the Giver of every good thing. Reflecting on this, and well weighing the fact that they who 
had trusted in many gods had also fallen by manifold forms of death, without leaving 
behind them either family or offspring, stock, name, or memorial among men: while the 
God of his father had given to him, on the other hand, manifestations of his power and very 
many tokens: and considering farther that those who had already taken arms against the 
tyrant, and had marched to the battlefield under the protection of a multitude of gods, had 
met with a dishonorable end (for one of them had shamefully retreated from the contest 
without a blow, and the other, being slain in the midst of his own troops, became, as it 
were, the mere sport of death ); reviewing, I say, all these considerations, he judged it to be 
folly indeed to join in the idle worship of those who were no gods, and, after such convincing 
evidence, to err from the truth; and therefore felt it incumbent on him to honor his father's 
God alone.

Chapter 28. How, while he was praying, God sent him a Vision of a Cross of Light in the 
Heavens at Mid-day, with an Inscription admonishing him to conquer by that.
Accordingly he called on him with earnest prayer and supplications that he would reveal to 
him who he was, and stretch forth his right hand to help him in his present difficulties. And 
while he was thus praying with fervent entreaty, a most marvelous sign appeared to him 
from heaven, the account of which it might have been hard to believe had it been related by 
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any other person. But since the victorious emperor himself long afterwards declared it to 
the writer of this history, when he was honored with his acquaintance and society, and 
confirmed his statement by an oath, who could hesitate to accredit the relation, especially 
since the testimony of after-time has established its truth? He said that about noon, when 
the day was already beginning to decline, he saw with his own eyes the trophy of a cross of 
light in the heavens, above the sun, and bearing the inscription, Conquer by this . At this 
sight he himself was struck with amazement, and his whole army also, which followed him 
on this expedition, and witnessed the miracle.

Chapter 29. How the Christ of God appeared to him in his Sleep, and commanded him to use 
in his Wars a Standard made in the Form of the Cross.
He said, moreover, that he doubted within himself what the import of this apparition could 
be. And while he continued to ponder and reason on its meaning, night suddenly came on; 
then in his sleep the Christ of God appeared to him with the same sign which he had seen 
in the heavens, and commanded him to make a likeness of that sign which he had seen in 
the heavens, and to use it as a safeguard in all engagements with his enemies.

Chapter 30. The Making of the Standard of the Cross.
At dawn of day he arose, and communicated the marvel to his friends: and then, calling 
together the workers in gold and precious stones, he sat in the midst of them, and described 
to them the figure of the sign he had seen, bidding them represent it in gold and precious 
stones. And this representation I myself have had an opportunity of seeing.

Chapter 31. A Description of the Standard of the Cross, which the Romans now call the 
Labarum.
Now it was made in the following manner. A long spear, overlaid with gold, formed the 
figure of the cross by means of a transverse bar laid over it. On the top of the whole was 
fixed a wreath of gold and precious stones; and within this, the symbol of the Saviour's 
name, two letters indicating the name of Christ by means of its initial characters, the letter 
P being intersected by X in its centre: and these letters the emperor was in the habit of 
wearing on his helmet at a later period. From the cross-bar of the spear was suspended a 
cloth, a royal piece, covered with a profuse embroidery of most brilliant precious stones; and 
which, being also richly interlaced with gold, presented an indescribable degree of beauty to 
the beholder. This banner was of a square form, and the upright staff, whose lower section 
was of great length, bore a golden half-length portrait of the pious emperor and his children 
on its upper part, beneath the trophy of the cross, and immediately above the embroidered 
banner.

The emperor constantly made use of this sign of salvation as a safeguard against every 
adverse and hostile power, and commanded that others similar to it should be carried at the 
head of all his armies.

History of the Franks
GREGORY OF TOURS

HERE BEGINS THE FIRST BOOK OF THE HISTORIES

As I am about to describe the struggles of kings with the heathen enemy, of martyrs with 
pagans, of churches with heretics, I desire first of all to declare my faith so that my reader 
may have no doubt that I am Catholic. I have also decided, on account of those who are 
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losing hope of the approaching end of the world, to collect the total of past years from 
chronicles and histories and set forth clearly how many years there are from the beginning 
of the world. But I first beg pardon of my readers if either in letter or in syllable I 
transgress the rules of the grammatic art in which I have not been fully instructed, since I 
have been eager only for this, to hold fast, without any subterfuge or irresolution of heart, 
to that which we are bidden in the church to believe, because I know that he who is liable to 
punishment for his sin can obtain pardon from God by untainted faith.

I believe, then, in God the Father omnipotent. I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son, our 
Lord God, born of the Father, not created. [I believe] that he has always been with the 
Father, not only since time began but before all time. For the Father could not have been so 
named unless he had a son; and there could be no son without a father. But as for those 
who say: "There was a time when he was not," [note: A leading belief of Arian Christology.] 
I reject them with curses, and call men to witness that they are separated from the church. 
I believe that the word of the Father by which all things were made was Christ. I believe 
that this word was made fresh and by its suffering the world was redeemed, and I believe 
that humanity, not deity, was subject to the suffering. I believe that he rose again on the 
third day, that he freed sinful man, that he ascended to heaven, that he sits on the right 
hand of the Father, that he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe that the 
holy Spirit proceeded from the Father and the Son, that it is not inferior and is not of later 
origin, but is God, equal and always co-eternal with the Father and the Son, consubstantial 
in its nature, equal in omnipotence, equally eternal in its essence, and that it has never 
existed apart from the Father and the Son and is not inferior to the Father and the Son. I 
believe that this holy Trinity exists with separation of persons, and one person is that of the 
Father, another that the Son, another that of the Holy Spirit. And in this Trinity confess 
that there is one Deity, one power, one essence. I believe that the blessed Mary was a virgin 
after the birth as she was a virgin before. I believe that the soul is immortal but that 
nevertheless it has no part in deity. And I faithfully believe all things that were established 
at Nicæa by the three hundred and eighteen bishops. But as to the end of the world I hold 
beliefs which I learned from our forefathers, that Antichrist will come first. An Antichrist 
will first propose circumcision, asserting that he is Christ; next he will place his statue in 
the temple at Jerusalem to be worshipped, just as we read that the Lord said: "You shall 
see the abomination of desolation standing in the holy place." But the Lord himself declared 
that that day is hidden from all men, saying; "But of that day and that hour knoweth no 
one not even the anger in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father alone." Moreover we shall 
here make answer to the heretics [note: the Arians] who attack us, asserting that the Son is 
inferior to the Father since he is ignorant of this day. Let them learn then that Son here is 
the name applied to the Christian people, of whom God says: "I shall be to them a father 
and they shall be to me for sons." For if he had spoken these words of the only-begotten Son 
he would never have given the angels first place. For he uses these words: "Not even the 
angels in heaven nor the Son," showing that he spoke these words not of the only-begotten 
but of the people of adoption. But our end is Christ himself, who will graciously bestow 
eternal life on us if we turn to him.

As to the reckoning of this world, the chronicles of Eusebius bishop of Cæsarea, and of 
Jerome the priest, speak clearly, an they reveal the plan of the whole succession of years. 
Orosius too, searching into these matters very carefully, collects the whole number of years 
from the beginning of the world down to his own time. Victor also examined into this in 
connection with the time of the Easter festival. And so we follow the works of the writers 
mentioned above and desire to reckon the complete series of years from the creation of the 
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first man down to our own time, if the Lord shall deign to lend his aid. And this we shall 
more easily accomplish if we begin with Adam himself.

1. In the beginning the Lord shaped the heaven and the earth in his Christ, who is the 
beginning of all things, that is, in his son; and after creating the elements of the whole 
universe, taking a frail clod he formed man after his own image and likeness, and breathed 
upon his face the breath of life and he was made into a living soul. And while he slept a rib 
was taken from him and the woman, Eve, was created. There is no doubt that this first man 
Adam before he sinned typified the Redeemer. For as the Redeemer slept in the stupor of 
suffering and caused water and blood to issue from his side, he brought into existence the 
virgin and unspotted church, redeemed by blood, purified by water, having no spot or 
wrinkle, that is, washed with water to avoid a spot, stretched on the cross to avoid a 
wrinkle. These first human beings, who were living happily amid the pleasant scenes of 
Paradise, were tempted by the craft of the serpent. They transgressed the divine precepts 
and were cast out from the abode of angels and condemned to the labors of the world.

IN CHRIST'S NAME HERE BEGINS THE THIRD BOOK

I wish, if it is agreeable, to make a brief comparison of the successes that have come to 
Christians who confess the blessed Trinity and the ruin which has come to heretics who 
have tried to destroy the same. And let us omit how Abraham worshipped the Trinity at the 
oak, [note: ' ad ilicem'. Not in the Vulgate. Gregory probably used in part a rude popular 
version of the Scriptures. See Bonnet, p. 66.] and Jacob preached it in his blessing, and 
Moses recognized it in the bush, and the people followed it in the cloud and dreaded the 
same in the mountain, and how Aaron carried it on his breastplate, or how David made it 
known in the Psalms, praying to be made new by a right spirit and that the holy spirit 
should not be taken from him and that he be comforted by the chief spirit. And, for my part, 
I consider this a great mystery, namely that the voice of the prophet proclaimed as the chief 
spirit that which the heretics assert to be the lesser. But passing over these, as we have 
said, let us return to our times. For Arius, who was the first wicked inventor of this wicked 
sect, was subjected to infernal fires after he had lost his entrails in a privy. But Hilarius, 
the blessed defender of the undivided Trinity, though sent into exile for its sake, was 
restored both to his native land and to Paradise. King Clovis confessed it, and crushed the 
heretics by its aid and extended his kingdom over all the Gauls; Alaric, on the other hand, 
who denied it, was deprived of kingdom and people, and what is more, of eternal life itself. 
And to true believers, even if through the plots of the enemy they lose something, the Lord 
restores it a hundred fold, but heretics do not gain any advantage, but what they seem to 
have is taken from them. This is proved by the deaths of Godegisel, Gundobad, and 
Godomar, who at the same time lost their country and their souls. But we confess one God, 
invisible, [note: 2 Reading invisibilem for indivisibilem] infinite, incomprehensible, 
glorious, always the same, and everlasting, one in Trinity in respect to the number of 
persons, that is, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; we confess him also triple in unity 
in respect to equality of substance deity, omnipotence or power, the one greatest 
omnipotent God ruling for eternal centuries.

1. Now on the death of king Clovis, his four sons, namely, Theodoric, Chlodomer, Childebert 
and Chlothar, received his kingdom and divided it among them in equal parts. Theodoric 
had already at that time a handsome and valiant son named Theodobert. And since they 
were very brave and had abundant strength in their army, Amalaric, son of Alaric, king of 
Spain, asked for their sister in marriage, and they kindly granted his request, and sent her 
into the Spanish country with a great quantity of beautiful things.
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[2. Quintianus, ex-bishop of Rodez, is rewarded for his faithfulness to the Franks by being 
made bishop of Clermont. 3. The Danes plunder the coast of Theodoric's kingdom. 4. 
Hermenfred becomes sole king of the Thuringi by Theodoric's help.]

5. Now on Gundobad's death his son Sygismund held his kingdom, and he built with great 
skill the monastery of St. Maurice, with its dwellings and churches. And losing his first 
wife, the daughter of Theodoric, king of Italy, he married another, and she began to malign 
his son bitterly and make charges against him as is the custom of stepmothers. From this it 
came about that on a day of ceremonial when the boy recognized his mother's dress on her, 
he was filled with anger, and said to her: " You are not worthy to have on your back those 
garments which are known to have belonged to your mistress, that is, my mother." And she 
was set on fire with rage and she stirred her husband up with crafty words, saying: "The 
wicked boy wishes to possess your kingdom, and he plans when you are killed to extend it 
as far as Italy, forsooth, that he may possess the kingdom which his grandfather Theodoric 
held in Italy. For he knows that while you live he cannot accomplish this; and unless you 
fall he will not rise." Sygismund was aroused by these words, and taking the advice of his 
wicked wife he became a wicked parricide. For when his son had been made drowsy by wine 
he bade him sleep in the afternoon; and while he slept a napkin was placed under his neck 
and tied under his chin, and he was strangled by two servants who drew in opposite 
directions. When it was done the father repented too late, and falling on the lifeless corpse 
began to weep most bitterly. And a certain old man is reported to have spoken to him in 
these words: " Henceforth wail for yourself," said he, "that you have become a most cruel 
parricide through base counsel. For there is no need to wail for this innocent boy who has 
been strangled." Nevertheless he went off to the holy Saint Maurice and spending many 
days in weeping and fasting he prayed for pardon. After establishing there a perpetual 
service of song he returned to Lyons, the divine vengeance attending on his footsteps. King 
Theodoric had married his daughter.

6. Queen Clotilda spoke to Chlodomer and her other sons, saying: "Let me not repent, 
dearest sons, that I have nursed you lovingly; be angry, I beg you, at the insult to me, and 
avenge with a wise zeal the death of my father and mother." They heeded this; and they 
hastened to the Burgundies and marched against Sygismund and his brother Godomar. 
Their army was completely routed and Godomar fled. But Sygismund was taken by 
Chlodomer when he was endeavoring to make his escape to the holy St. Maurice, and led 
away captive with his wife and sons, and was placed under guard and kept prisoner in the 
territory of the city of Orleans. When the kings `departed Godomar recovered his courage 
and gathered the Burgundians and gained his kingdom back. And Chlodomer was making 
preparations to march against him a second time and determined to kill Sygismund. And 
the blessed abbot Avitus, a great priest of that time, said to him: "If," said he, "you would 
look to God and amend your counsel so as not to allow these men to be killed, God will be 
with you and you shall go and win the victory; but if you kill them you shall : be 
surrendered yourself into the hands of your enemies and shall perish in the same way. And 
what you do to Sygismund and his wife and children shall be done to you and your wife and 
sons." But he despised listening to this counsel, and said: "I think it is foolish advice to 
leave enemies at home and march against the rest, and when the former rise up in the rear 
and the latter in front I shall fall between two armies. The victory will be won better and 
more easily if one is separated from the other; if one is slain it will be possible to doom the 
others to death easily." He gave orders to slay Sygismund at once, with his wife and 
children, by casting them into a well in the village Columna, of the city Orleans, and 
hastened to the Burgundies, summoning to his aid king Theodoric. And the latter promised 
to go, not caring to avenge the wrong done to his father-in-law. And when they met near 
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Visorontia, a place of the city of Vienne, they fought with Godomar And when Godomar had 
fled with his army and Chlodomer was pursuing and was separated a considerable distance 
from his men, the others, imitating his rallying cry, called to him saying: "This way, come 
this way, we are your men." And he believed it and went, and fell in the midst of his 
enemies cutting off his head and setting it on a pike they raised it aloft. The Franks saw 
this and perceived that Chlodomer was dead, and rallying, they put Godomar to flight and 
crushed the Burgundians and reduced their country to subjection, and Clothar immediately 
married his brother's wife, Guntheuca by name. And queen Clotilda, after the period of 
mourning was past, took his sons and kept them; and one of these was called Theodoald, a 
second, Gunther, a third, Chlodovald. Godomar recovered his kingdom a second time.

7. Afterward Theodoric, remembering the wrongs done by Hermenfred, king of the 
Thuringi, called his brother Clothar to his aid and prepared to march against him, 
promising that a share of the plunder should be given to king Clothar, if by God's help the 
gift of victory should come to them. So he called the Franks together and said to them.: "Be 
angry, I beg of you, both because of my wrong and because of the death of your kinsmen, 
and recollect that the Thuringi once made a violent attack upon our kinsmen and inflicted 
much harm on them. And they gave hostages and were willing to conclude peace with them, 
but the Thuringi slew the hostages with various tortures, and made an attack upon our 
kinsmen, took away all their property, and hung youths by the sinews of their thighs to 
trees, and cruelly killed more than two hundred maidens, tying them by their arms to the 
necks of horses, which were then headed in opposite directions, and being started by a very 
sharp goad tore the maidens to pieces. And others were stretched out upon the city streets 
and stakes were planted in the ground, and they caused loaded wagons to pass over them, 
and having broken their bones they gave them to dogs [ and birds for food. And now 
Hermenfred has deceived me in what he promised, and refuses to perform it at all. Behold, 
we have a plain word. Let us go with God's aid against them." They heard this and were 
angry at such a wrong, and with heart and mind they attacked Thuringia. And Theodoric 
took his brother Clothar and his son Theodobert to help him and went with his army. And 
the Thuringi prepared stratagems against the coming of the Franks. For they dug pits in 
the plain where the fight was to take place, and covering the openings with thick turf they 
made it seem a level plain. So when they began to fight, many of the Frankish horsemen 
fell into these pits and it was a great obstacle to them, but when this stratagem was 
perceived they began to be on their guard. When finally the Thuringi saw that they were 
being fiercely cut to pieces and when their king Hermenfred had taken to flight, they 
turned their backs and came to the stream Unstrut. And there such a slaughter of the 
Thuringi took place that the bed of the stream was filled with heaps of corpses, and the 
Franks crossed upon them as if on a bridge to the further shore. The victory being won they 
took possession of that country and brought it under their control. And Clothar went back, 
taking with him as a captive Radegunda, daughter of king Berthar, and hè married her, 
and her brother he afterwards killed unjustly by the hands of wicked men. She also turned 
to God, changing her garments, and built a monastery for herself in the city of Poitiers. And 
being remarkable for prayer, fasting and charity, she attained such fame that she was 
considered great by the people. And when the kings who have been mentioned were still in 
Thuringia, Theodoric wished to kill his own brother Clothar, and preparing armed men 
secretly, he summoned him on the pretext that he wished to consult him privately. And 
stretching a tent-cloth in one part of the house from one wall to the other, he ordered the 
armed men to stand behind it. And since the cloth was somewhat short the feet of the 
armed men were in full sight. Clothar learned of this, and came into the house with his men 
armed also. And Theodoric perceived that he had learned of these things and he made a 
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pretence, and talked of one thing after another. Finally, not knowing how to put a good 
appearance on his stratagem, he gave him as a favor a great silver dish. And Clothar said 
good-by and thanked him for the gift and returned to his place of encampment. But 
Theodoric complained to his people that he had lost his dish for no evident reason, and he 
said to his son Theodobert; "Go to your uncle and ask him to give you of his own free will 
the gift I gave him." He went, and got what he asked for. In such stratagems Theodoric was 
very skilful.

8. He returned to his own country and urged Hermenfred to come to him boldly, pledging 
his faith, and he enriched him with honorable gifts. It happened, however, when they were 
talking one day on the walls of the city of Tolbiac that Hermenfred was pushed by some one 
or other, and fell from the height of the wall to the ground and there died. But we do not 
know who cast him down from there; many however assert that a stratagem of Theodoric 
was plainly revealed in this.

14. Now Munderic, who asserted that he was a kinsman of the king, was puffed up with 
pride and said: "What have I to do with king Theodoric. For the throne of the kingdom is as 
much my due as his. I shall go out and gather my people, and exact an oath from them, that 
Theodoric may know that I am king just as much as he." And he went out, and began to 
lead the people astray, saying: "I am a chief, follow me, and it will be well with you." A 
multitude of country people followed him, as one might expect from the frailty of mankind, 
taking the oath of fidelity and honoring him as a king. And when Theodoric found this out 
he sent a command to him, saying: " Come to see me, and if any share of my kingdom is due 
you, take it." Now Theodoric said this deceitfully, thinking that he would kill him when he 
came. But the other was unwilling and said: " Go, bear back word to your king that I am 
king just as he is." Then the king gave orders to set his army in motion, in order to crush 
him by force and punish him. And he learned this, and not being strong enough to defend 
himself, he hastened to the walls of the stronghold of Vitry, and strove to fortify himself in 
it with all his property, gathering together those whom he had led astray. Now the army 
got underway, and surrounded the stronghold, and besieged it for seven days. And 
Munderic resisted with his people, saying: "Let us make a brave stand, and fight together 
even to death, and not submit to the enemy." And when the army kept hurling javelins 
against them on every side, and accomplished nothing, they reported this to the king. And 
he sent for a certain one of his people, named - Aregyselus, and said to him: "You see," said 
he, "what this traitor is able to do in his arrogance. Go and swear an oath to him that he 
shall go forth safe. And when he has come forth, kill him, and blot out his memory from our 
kingdom." He went away and did as he had been ordered. He had however first given a sign 
to the people, saying: "When I speak words thus and so, rush upon him immediately and 
kill him." Now Aregyselus went in and said to Munderic: "How long will you sit here like 
one without sense? You will not be able to resist the king long, will you? Behold, your food 
has been cut off. When hunger overcomes you, you will come forth whether or no, and 
surrender yourself into the hands of the enemy, and you will die like a dog. Listen rather to 
my advice, and submit to the king,` that you may be able to live, you and your sons." Then 
the other, disheartened by these words, said: "If I go out, I shall be seized by the king and 
slain, both I and my sons and all my friends who are gathered with me." And Aregyselus 
said to him: "Do not be afraid, but if you decide to go forth, receive my oath as to your 
crime, and stand securely before the king. Do not be afraid. You shall be o n the same terms 
with him as you were before." To this Munderic answered: " I wish I were sure I should not 
be killed." Then Aregyselus put his hands on the holy altar, and swore to him that he 
should go out safely. So when the oath had been taken, Munderic went out from the gate of 
the stronghold, holding Aregyselus' hand, and the people gazed at him from a distance. 
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Then as a sign Aregyselus said: "Why do you gaze so intently, O people? Did you never see 
Munderic before?" And at once the people rushed upon him. But he understood and said: " I 
see very plainly that by these words you gave a sign to the people to kill me, but I tell you 
who have deceived me by perjury, no one shall ever see you alive again. And he drove his 
lance into his back, and thrust it through him and he fell and died. Then Munderic 
unsheathed his sword, and with his followers made great slaughter of the people, and until 
he died did not shrink back from any one he could reach. And after he had been slain his 
property was added to the treasury.

THE CONVERSION OF ENGLAND

THE VENERABLE BEDE

(From: The Medieval Sourcebook

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/bede1.asp)

The Arrival in Kent of the missionaries sent By Gregory the Great (597)

In the year of our Lord 582, Maurice, the fifty-fourth emperor from Augustus, ascended the 
throne and reigned twenty-one years. In the tenth year of his reign, Gregory, a man 
renowned for learning and behavior, was promoted to the apostolic see of Rome,' and 
presided over it thirteen years, six months, and ten days. He, being moved by divine 
inspiration, about the one hundred and fiftieth year after the coming of the English into 
Britain, sent the servant of God, Augustine, and with him several other monks who feared 
the Lord, to preach the word of God to the English nation. . . .

[Augustine, with his companions, arrived in Britain.]. The powerful Ethelbert was at that 
time king of Kent; he had extended his dominions as far as the great river Humber, by 
which the southern Saxons are divided from the northern. On the east of Kent is the large 
Isle of Thanet, containing, according to the English way of reckoning, six hundred families, 
and divided from the other land by the river Wantsum, which is about three furlongs across 
and fordable only in two places, for both ends of it run into the sea.

In this island landed the servant of our Lord, Augustine, and his companions, being, as is 
reported, nearly forty men. They had, by order of the blessed Pope Gregory, brought 
interpreters of the nation of the Franks, and sending to Ethelbert, signified that they were 
come from Rome, and brought a joyful message, which most undoubtedly assured to all that 
took advantage of it everlasting joys in heaven, and a kingdom that would never end with 
the living and true God.

The king, having heard this, ordered them to stay in that island where they had landed and 
that they should be furnished with all necessaries till he should consider what to do with 
them. For he had heard of the Christian religion, having a Christian wife, of the royal 
family of the Franks, called Bertha, whom he had received from her parents upon condition 
that she should be permitted to practice her religion with the bishop, Luidhard, who was 
sent with her to preserve the faith.

Some days later the king came into the island and, sitting in the open air, ordered 
Augustine and his companions to be brought into his presence. For he had taken precaution 
that they should not come to him in any house, lest, according to an ancient superstition, if 
they practiced any magical arts they might impose upon him, and so get the better of him. 
But they came furnished with divine, not with magic, power, bearing a silver cross for their 
banner, and the image of our Lord and Saviour painted on a board; and singing"the the 
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litany, they offered up their prayers to the Lord for eternal salvation both of themselves 
and of those to whom they came.

When Augustine had sat down, pursuant to the king's commands, and preached to him and 
his attendants there present the word of life, the king answered thus: " Your words and 
promises are very fair, but they are new to us and of uncertain import, and I cannot 
approve of them so far as to forsake that which I have so long followed with the whole 
English nation. But because you are come from far into my kingdom, and, as I conceive, are 
desirous to impart to us those things which you believe to be true and most beneficial, we 
will not molest you, but give you favorable entertainment and take care to supply you with 
the necessary sustenance; nor do we forbid you to preach and gain as many as you can to 
your religion."

Accordingly, he permitted them to reside in the city of Canterbury, which was the 
metropolis of all his dominions, and pursuant of his promise, besides allowing them 
sustenance, did not refuse them the liberty to preach. . . .

As soon as they entered the dwelling place assigned them, they began to imitate the course 
of life practiced in the primitive church : applying themselves to frequent prayer, watching, 
and fasting; preaching the word of life to as many as they could; despising all worldly 
things, as not belonging to them; receiving only their necessary food from those they taught; 
living in all respects conformably to what -they prescribed to others, and being always 
disposed to suffer any adversity, and even to die for that truth which they preached. In 
short, several believed and were baptized, admiring the simplicity of their innocent life and 
the sweetness of their heavenly doctrine.

There was on the east side of the city a church dedicated to St. Martin, built whilst the 
Romans were still in the island, wherein the queen, who, as has been said before, was a 
Christian, used to pray. In this they first began to meet, to sing, to pray, to say mass, to 
preach and to baptize, till the king, being converted to the faith, allowed them to preach 
openly and to build or repair churches in all places.

When he among the rest, induced by the unspotted life of these holy men and their 
delightful promises, which, by many miracles, they proved to be most certain, believed and 
was baptized, greater numbers be-an daily to flock together to hear the word and, forsaking 
their heathen rites. to associate themselves, by believing, to the unity of the Church of 
Christ.

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH NATION

PREFACE

TO THE MOST GLORIOUS KING CEOLWULPH, BEDE, THE SERVANT OF CHRIST 
AND PRIEST

FORMERLY, at your request, most readily transmitted to you the Ecclesiastical History of 
the English Nation, which I had newly published, for you to read, and give it your 
approbation; and I now send it again to be transcribed and more fully considered at your 
leisure. And I cannot but recommend the sincerity and zeal, with which you not only 
diligently give ear to hear the words of the Holy Scripture, but also industriously take care 
to become acquainted with the actions and sayings of former men of renown, especially of 
our own nation. For if history relates good things of good men, the attentive hearer is 
excited to imitate that which is good; or if it mentions evil things of wicked persons, 
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nevertheless the religious and pious hearer or reader, shunning that which is hurtful and 
perverse, is the more earnestly excited to perform those things which he knows to be good, 
and worthy of God. Of which you also being deeply sensible, are desirous that the said 
history should be more fully made familiar to yourself, and to those over whom the Divine 
Authority has appointed you governor, from your great regard to their general welfare. But 
to the end that I may remove all occasion of doubting what I have written, both from 
yourself and other readers or hearers of this history, I will take care briefly to intimate 
from what authors I chiefly learned the same.

My principal authority and aid in this work was the learned and reverend Abbot Albinus; 
who, educated in the Church of Canterbury by those venerable and learned men, 
Archbishop Theodore of blessed memory, and the Abbot Adrian, transmitted to me by 
Nothelm, the pious priest of the Church of London, either in writing, or word of mouth of 
the same Nothelm, all that he though worthy of memory, that had been done in the 
province of Kent, or the adjacent parts, by the disciples of the blessed Pope Gregory, as he 
had learned the same either from written records, or the traditions of his ancestors. The 
same Notheim, afterwards going to Rome, having, with leave of the present Pope Gregory, 
searched into the archives of the holy Roman Church, found there some epistles of the 
blessed Pope Gregory, and other popes and returning home, by the advice of the aforesaid 
most reverend father Albinus, brought them to me, to be inserted in my history. Thus, from 
the beginning of this volume to the time when the English nation received the the faith of 
Christ, have we collected the writings of our predecessors and from them gathered matter 
for our history; but from that time till the present, what was transacted in Church of 
Canterbury, by the disciples of St. Gregory or their successors, and under what kings the 
same happened, has been conveyed to us by Nothelm through the industry of the aforesaid 
Abbot Albinus. They also partly informed me by what bishops and under what kings the 
provinces of the East and West Saxons, as also of the East Angles, and of the 
Northumbrians, received the faith of Christ. In short I was chiefly encouraged to undertake 
this work by the persuasions of the same Albinus. In like manner, Daniel, the most 
reverend Bishop of the West Saxons, who is still living, communicated to me in writing 
some things relating to the Ecclesiastical History of that province, and the next adjoining to 
it of the South Saxons, as also of the Isle of Wight. But now, by the pious ministry of Cedd 
and Ceadda, the province of the Mercians was brought to the faith of Christ, which they 
knew not before, and how that of the East Saxons recovered the same, after having expelled 
it, and how those fathers lived and died, we learned from the brethren of the monastery, 
which was built by them, and is called Lastingham. What ecclesiastical transactions took 
place in the province of the East Angles, was partly made known to us from the writings 
and tradition of our ancestors, and partly by relation of the most reverend Abbot Esius. 
What was done towards promoting the faith, and what was the sacerdotal succession in the 
province of Lindsey, we had either from the letters of the most reverend prelate Cunebert, 
or by word of mouth from other persons of good credit. But what was done in the Church 
throughout the province of the Northumbians, from the time when they received the faith of 
Christ till this present, I received not from any particular author, but by the faithful 
testimony of innumerable witnesses, who might know or remember the same, besides what 
I had of my own knowledge. Wherein it is to be observed, that what I have written 
concerning our most holy father, Bishop Cuthbert, either in this volume, or in my treatise 
on his life and actions, I partly took, and faithfully copied from what I found written of him 
by the brethren of the Church of Lindisfarne; but at the same time took care to add such 
things as I could myself have knowledge of by the faithful testimony of such as knew him. 
And I humbly entreat the reader, that, if he shall in this that we have written find anything 
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not delivered according to the truth, he will not impute the same to me, who, as the true 
rule of history requires, have laboured sincerely to commit to writing such things as I could 
gather from common report, for the instruction of posterity.

Moreover, I beseech all men who shall hear or read this history of our nation, that for my 
manifold infirmities both of mind and body, they will offer up frequent supplications to the 
throne of Grace. And I further pray, that in recompense for the labour wherewith I have 
recorded in the several countries and cities those events which were most worthy of note, 
and most grateful to the ears of their inhabitants, I may for my reward have the benefit of 
their pious prayers.

BOOK III

CHAPTER VIII

HOW EARCONBERT, KING OF KENT, ORDERED THE IDOLS TO BE DESTROYED; 
AND OF HIS DAUGHTER EARCONGOTA, AND HIS KINSWOMAN ETHELBERGA, 
VIRGINS, CONSECRATED TO GOD. [A.D. 640.]

IN the year of our Lord 640, Eadbald, king of Kent, departed this life, and left his kingdom 
to his son Earconbert, which he most nobly governed twenty-four years and some months. 
He was the first of the English kings that of his supreme authority commanded the idols, 
throughout his whole kingdom, to be forsaken and destroyed, and the fast of forty days 
before Easter to be observed; and that the same might not be neglected, he appointed 
proper and condign punishments for the offenders. His daughter Earcongota, as became the 
offspring of such a parent, was a most virtuous virgin, always serving God in a monastery 
in France, built by a most noble abbess, called Fara, at a place called Brie; for at that time 
but few monasteries being built in the country of the Angles, many were wont, for the sake 
of monastic conversation, to repair to the monasteries of the Franks or Gauls; and they also 
sent their daughters there to be instructed, and delivered to their heavenly bridegroom, 
especially in the monasteries of Brie, of Chelles, and Andelys. Among whom was also 
Sethrid, daughter of the wife of Anna, king of the East Angles, above mentioned; and 
Ethelberga, natural daughter of the same king; both of whom, though strangers, were for 
their virtue made abbesses of the monastery of Brie. Sexberga, that king's eldest daughter, 
wife to Earconbert, king of Kent, had a daughter called Earcongota, of whom we are about 
to speak.

Many wonderful works and miracles of this virgin, dedicated to God, are to this day related 
by the inhabitants of that place; but it shall suffice us to say something briefly of her 
passage out of this world to the heavenly kingdom. The day of her departure drawing near, 
she visited the cells of the infirm servants of Christ, and particularly those that were of a 
great age, or most noted for probity of life, and humbly recommending herself to their 
prayers, let them know that her death was at hand, as she knew by revelation, which she 
said she had received in this manner. She had seen a number of men, all it, white, come 
into the monastery, and being asked by her "What they wanted, and what they did there?" 
they answered, "They had been sent thither to carry away with them the gold medal that 
had been brought thither from Kent." That same night, at the dawn of morning, leaving the 
darkness of this world, she departed to the light of heaven. Many of the brethren of that 
monastery that were in other houses, declared they had then plainly heard concerts of 
angels singing, and the noise as it were of a multitude entering the monastery. Whereupon 
going out immediately to see what it might be, they saw an extraordinary great light 
coming down from heaven, which conducted that holy soul, set loose from the bonds of the 
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flesh, to the eternal joys of the celestial country. They add other miracles that were wrought 
the same night in the same monastery; but as we must proceed to other matters, we leave 
them to be related by those to whom such things belong. The body of this venerable virgin 
and bride of Christ was buried in the church of the blessed protomartyr, Stephen. It was 
thought fit, three days after, to take up the stone that covered the grave, and to raise it 
higher in the same place, and while they did this, so great a fragrancy of perfume rose from 
below that it seemed to all the brothers and sisters there present as if a store of the richest 
balsams had been opened.

Her aunt also, Ethelberga above mentioned, preserved the glory so pleasing to God, of 
perpetual virginity, in great continency of body, but the extent of her virtue became more 
conspicuous after her death. Whilst she was abbess, she began to build in her monastery a 
church in honor of all the apostles, wherein she desired her hod might be buried; but when 
that work was advanced half way, she was prevented by death from finishing it, and buried 
in the very place of the church where she had desired. After her death, the brothers 
occupied themselves with other things, and this structure was intermitted for seven years, 
at the expiration whereof they resolved by reason of the greatness of the work, wholly to lay 
aside the building of the church, but to remove the abbess's bones from thence to some 
other church that was finished and consecrated; but, on opening her tomb, they found the 
body as free from decay as it had been from the corruption of carnal concupiscence, and 
having washed it again and put on it other clothes, they removed the same to the church of 
St. Stephen, Martyr, whose nativity (or commemoration-day) is celebrated with much 
magnificence on the 7th of July.
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